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A National Perioperative A National Perioperative 
Nursing CurriculumNursing Curriculum

The HistoryThe History……

The ChallengesThe Challenges……
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First steps towards a common First steps towards a common 
level of entry to practicelevel of entry to practice

Meeting of MindsMeeting of Minds
VictoriaVictoria
January, 2005January, 2005

Montreal Montreal 
May, 2005 ORNACMay, 2005 ORNAC

Ottawa Ottawa 
April, 2006 ORNAOApril, 2006 ORNAO

Toronto Toronto 
May, 2006                    May, 2006                    
CORLCORL

It all began with a visit to It all began with a visit to 
Victoria. Sitting and watching Victoria. Sitting and watching 
an Inan In--house OR Program house OR Program 
being taught to  4being taught to  4thth Year Year 
University studentsUniversity students

WouldnWouldn’’t it be great if?t it be great if?

Ontario working group Ontario working group 
meeting; first steps mapped meeting; first steps mapped 
outout

National working group repNational working group rep’’s s 
meeting; continue on with meeting; continue on with 
steps and brainstormingsteps and brainstorming

Gathering SupportGathering Support
ORNACORNAC
–– Clinical standardsClinical standards
–– Approved coursesApproved courses

CNACNA
–– Certification Certification 

competenciescompetencies
–– CPN(C) preparationCPN(C) preparation

Nursing SecretariatsNursing Secretariats
–– Government liaisonsGovernment liaisons
–– Fiscal supportFiscal support
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Progress to DateProgress to Date

Briefing note shared Briefing note shared 
by Ontario CNO at by Ontario CNO at 
national meeting, national meeting, 
November 2006 November 2006 
Presentation to Presentation to 
Ontario Nursing Ontario Nursing 
Secretariat, February Secretariat, February 
20072007
Presentation for Presentation for 
ORNAC National ORNAC National 
Conference, April Conference, April 
20072007

How does a University nursing How does a University nursing 
course fit into the OR?course fit into the OR?

The students have two, 4The students have two, 4thth year clinical year clinical 
courses courses -- N475 & N491 (each is 6 weeks N475 & N491 (each is 6 weeks 
in duration):in duration):
N475 N475 –– is a described as a moderate to is a described as a moderate to 
near full with concentration on awareness near full with concentration on awareness 
of of ““the big picturethe big picture””..
N 491 N 491 –– is described as a transition to is described as a transition to 
BSN Practice. Full patient assignment.BSN Practice. Full patient assignment.

In Victoria we teach one In Victoria we teach one 
University of Victoria inUniversity of Victoria in--house house 

program every January to program every January to 
March. Our student numbers March. Our student numbers 

vary from 6 to 10. The students vary from 6 to 10. The students 
finish our course and write there finish our course and write there 
RN exams a couple of months RN exams a couple of months 

later. They are all hired by later. They are all hired by 
VIHA.VIHA.
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Program Module Sample used in VictoriaProgram Module Sample used in Victoria
M O D U L E  I N D E X  -  0 7  

A  R J H  to u r   
B  C o u r s e  O u t l in e   
C  C i r c u la t i n g / S c r u b  N u r s e  R o le s   
D /G  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  P a t i e n t  S a f e t y  

•  U n u s u a l /  C r i t ic a l  in c id e n t   
•  L a te x  a l le r g y   
•  M a l i g n a n t  h y p e r t h e r m ia   
•  L a r y n g o s p a s m  /  b r o n c h o s p a s m   
•  P o s i t iv e  p r e s s u r e   
•  R a d ia t io n  s a f e t y   
•  L a s e r   
•  F ir e  s a f e t y   

E  C o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  I n te r p e r s o n a l  R e la t io n s h ip s   
F  S t a n d a r d s  o f  P e r io p e r a t iv e  N u r s in g    
G  E m e r g e n c y  C o d e s  
H  S t r e s s   
I  E S U   
J  E t h ic s   
K  L e g a l  I s s u e s   
L  P r o s th e s i s       
M  S p e c im e n s       
N  S la t e / O R S O S     
O  D o c u m e n t /H e a l t h  R e c o r d / P a t i e n t  A s s e s s m e n t / A d m is s io n   
P   A n e s t h e s ia   
Q  A s e p t i c  T e c h n iq u e   
R  I n f e c t io n  C o n t r o l   
S  W o u n d  H e a l in g   
T  D r e s s in g / D r a in s  
U  S u r g i c a l  P r e p   
V  P o s i t io n in g   
W  T o u r n iq u e t   
X  C o u n ts   
Y  I n s t r u m e n t a t io n   
Z  M A S  E q u ip m e n t   
a a  S u t u r e s   
b b  S t a p le s   
c c  S u r g i c a l  H a n d  S c r u b / G o w n in g  a n d  G lo v in g   
d d  P r e p / D r a p e   
e e  B a s ic  T a b le  S e t  U p   
f f  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y   
g g  M in im a l  I n v a s iv e  S u r g e r y  
h h        G y n e  a n d  C e s a r i a n   
i i          U r o lo g y   
j j          O r t h o p e d i c s  

Sample of Program CalendarSample of Program Calendar
 

22000077  PPeerriiooppeerraattiivvee  NNuurrssiinngg  PPllaann  ––  1122  WWeeeekkss  AAtt  AA  GGllaannccee  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
November 29th 
1130-1530h 
Preceptor/ 
Student/ 
Instructor 
Meeting 
RJH Classroom
  

JANUARY    
1 
 

                               2    
  
 
Start classroom 
days at 0830h 
Except for 
Wednesdays – start 
at 0730h in-services 

                           3 
FIRST DAY 
  
A-RJH Tour      
B-Course outline 
0830-1530h 
Meet in the RJH 
C.R. 
E-Commun/Interpers. 

                                4 
AT UVIC 
 
 
         
 
 

                            5 
AT UVIC           
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WEEK 1       7 

N475 
Consolidating 
Practice 

                             8    
A VGH Tour- meet    
in VGH OR C.R. 
0830 - 1500h  
C- Assig-Scrub/Circ   
Role  
D- Environ/ pt. 
safety 
F-Standards-Marcy  

                 9 
G -Emerg Code 
I – ESU-Graeme    
Kiss 
 
 
 

                              10 
Quiz #1   
VGH Lecture hall 
930-1330h-CRNBC 
Legal issues               
K- Legal 
L- Prosth 
M- Specimen AT 
730 in-service VGH 

 In AM                  11     
O-Docum/Patient 
Asses. 
 N-slate/ORSOS 
Wendy/ 0930 
In afternoon 
S – Wound Healing 
T- Dressing/Drains  
XRAY- Irene Burry 
1400 

             12 
 
 
In   OR 
Consolidating 
Practice 

               13 

WEEK 2       14                                 15    
Quiz #2 
0900-Steve 
Maxwell -EFILM  
Q- Aseptic        
tech/sterilize 
H- Stress 
J- Ethics 

                              16    
Quiz #3  
P- Anaesthesia 
Resp/machine 
Anaethetist/ Nigel  
R- Infection Control- 
Mariko 
Matsumoto1400 

               17 
In   OR 
Consolidating 
Practice 
rjh/vgh PAC / Consult 
Clinic  
730 in-service 

                           18    
 In   OR 
Consolidating 
Practice 
rjh/vgh PAC / Consult 
Clinic  

Quiz #4     
              19                    
U-Prep                  
V-Positioning 
W-Tourniquet              

               20 

WEEK 3       21                                 22 
X- counts 
Y-instrument 
Z-MAS equip           

              23    
 
aa, Sutures- 
Steve Brown 0900 
bb- Staples- Graeme 
Kiss 1300 

               24  
CIRC 
rjh PAC /Consult 
Clinic 
 
730 in-service 

                              25 
Midterm                         
Clinical Evaluation        
rjh PAC /Consult 
Clinic   
CIRC 

Quiz #5                26     
 Midterm  
Clinical Evaluation        
              
 
CIRC 

               27 

WEEK 4       28                  29    
*Anaesthesia      
Student 
Presentations 

                              30    
cc-scrub/gown/glove 
dd-prep/drape 
ee-back table setup      

               31   
Practice cc, dd, ee 
theory 
730 in-service 

FEBRUARY 1  
SCRUB 

                2 
 
SCRUB 
 

 3 

WEEK 5       4                5 
SCRUB 
  

                                6 
SCRUB                   

                 7 
SCRUB 
 
730 in-service 

                8  
SCRUB 
 

Quiz #6               9  
SCRUB 
Dr Kinahan 0830 
ii-urol 

               10
   

WEEK 6       11                   12 
CIRC / SCRUB 

                             13     
     CIRC / SCRUB 
 

               14 
CIRC / SCRUB 
 
730 inservice 

                              15 
CIRC / SCRUB             

                             16 
   CIRC / SCRUB 
 
UVIC final eval.            

               17
   

WEEK 7        18 
Final N491 
Transitions      

                            19   
UVIC Day 
 
 

20 
                
CIRC/SCRUB 

               21 
 *Circulating Nurse 
Student 
Presentations @ 
VGH- 0830 
hh-gyne/c-section 
Dr Colwill 1330VGH 
730 in-service 

Quiz #9& #10        22    
jj –Ortho                        
Neil McFadyen 0900   
ff-Genl Surgery 
gg-MAS               
Dr Rusnak 1300 

              23 
CIRC / SCRUB 
 
 

               24
    

  WEEK 8       25 Quiz #7 & #8      26    
  
CIRC / SCRUB 
 

               27 
 
CIRC / SCRUB 

               28 
 
CIRC / SCRUB 
730 inservice 

MARCH    1     
CIRC / SCRUB 
 

Study Day              2    
 
 

                 3
     

WEEK 9           4 Tisseel –1300       5    
 Marg. Cahan
          
ORTHO  
CASE STUDIES  
Grp#1- Hip 
Cannuated  
Grp#2-#Ankle 
 

                 6 
CIRC / SCRUB 

                 7 
CIRC / SCRUB 
730 inservice 

               8 
CIRC / SCRUB 
 
 
 
UVIC mid term eval 

                9 
CIRC / SCRUB  
CV / Plastics for VGH 
students Gyne/Neuro 
observation for RJH 
students 

               10 

WEEK 10       1 
 

Spring Break       12 
 CIRC / SCRUB 

Spring Break         13 
CIRC / SCRUB  
 

Spring Break         14   
CIRC / SCRUB 

Spring Break         15  
CIRC / SCRUB 

Spring Break         16    
CIRC / SCRUB 
 
 

              17 
 

WEEK 11     18                             19 
CIRC / SCRUB
  

                              20 
CIRC / SCRUB   

                              21 
CIRC / SCRUB  

                              22 
CIRC / SCRUB  
 

                              23 
CIRC / SCRUB 

               24 

WEEK 12     25                             26 
*Scrub Nurse 
Student Presentati. 
Course Eval   

Final Clinical          27   
Evaluation      
             
CIRC / SCRUB 

Final Clinical         28   
Evaluation      
CIRC / SCRUB 
730 in-service 

Study Day           29     LAST DAY            30 
Final Exam                    
 

               31 

 

Next StepsNext Steps
Garner government support* to move Garner government support* to move 
aheadahead
Formalize & initiate action planFormalize & initiate action plan
Gather and involve stakeholders Gather and involve stakeholders 
Publicize project through professional Publicize project through professional 
bodies bodies 
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For More InformationFor More Information

Laurie BoyerLaurie Boyer
RLB1070@sympatico.caRLB1070@sympatico.ca

DayleDayle McLeanMcLean
Dayle.mclean@viha.caDayle.mclean@viha.ca

Lorraine OsborneLorraine Osborne
Sla.osborne@cogeco.caSla.osborne@cogeco.ca


